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What is Blogging? 
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Blogging Definition 

  short for “web log” 

  a Web site that contains an online personal journal through 
regular posting of  content 

  Can include hyperlinks, images, and embedded video 

  May allow commenting from readers 

"

Blogs in Health 
Education 
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"

Benefits of  Blog-Based 
Learning for Students 

and Faculty  

Why use blogs? 

  Save paper, all assignments 
online 

  The Web becomes your textbook 

  Development of  transferable 
technology skills 

  Easy to make use of  interactive 
Web assignments 

  Students can tailor their learning 
to fit their interests 

  Students more apt to share 
opinions 

  Promotes communication 
between students outside of  class 
time 
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"

Basics of  Creating and 
Managing a Blog  
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Commenting 

Creating Blog Posts 
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Editing Blog Posts 

"

Top 10 Tips for Designing 
and Implementing a blog-

Based Course  
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Tip 1) Keep it cheap – There are many blog platforms 
that are free. Take cost into consideration. 

Blogger.com Sample Page 
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Wordpress.com 

Wordpress.com Sample Page 
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TypePad.com 

TypePad Sample Page 
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Tip 2) Teach the basics, but give them 
advanced options such as widgets, gadgets, 

and avatars 

Tip 3) Know your stuff  – Maybe have your 
own personal blog so you know the platform, 

HTML, RSS/Feed Readers 
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Tip 4) Cover Etiquette – Providing Hyperlinks, 

Copyrights 

Tip 4) Cover Etiquette 
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Tip 5) Make it fun – Give out things like 

awards 

Tip 6) Get organized – Have students label 
assignments. 
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Tip 7) Make it pretty – Professional blog 
header 

Tip 7) Make it Pretty – Text headings, 
formatting, colors, images/photos 



Versnik Nowak, Anderson, & Purkat  March 17, 2010 

AAHPERD 2010 HEDIR Technology Seminar  18 

Tip 8) Be flexible – Give them options  
in assignments 

Tip 9) Keep it simple – Organize classmates 
into groups 

Group 1 - 

Group 3 - 

Group 2-  

Group 5 - 

Group 4 - 

Group 6 - 
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Tip 10) Expect the unexpected – Technology is 
unpredictable. 

  Be Flexible with Due Dates/Times if  Necessary 
  Blogging platforms can have downtimes and glitches that affect 

posting and commenting. 
  Power outages can affect student access. 

  Word Verification: 
  Pros: Prevents most spam comments. 
  Cons: Can sometimes have a glitch that prevents comments.  

  Messing with HTML can mess up blog functionality. 
  Always download template before changing HTML. 

"

Blog-based activities you 
can use in your course  
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Advocacy Project 

Eye Openers 
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Lifestyle Change Projects 

Reviews 
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Reflections 

Share and Voice 
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